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POETRY IN THE SCHOOLS 

Although this anthology contains the work of a number of very talented 

young poets, it would be a mistake to consider these poems as the most impor

tant result of t he Arkansas Poetry in the Schools Program. 

Poetry in the Schools is a cooperative program of the National Endowment 

for the Arts, t he Office of Arkansas State Arts and Humanities, and the local 

school systems and universities . It employs professional writers who visit 

classrooms throughout the state. The program is designed to create an aware

ness in each student who participates of the impact of language on his life. 

Once the student becomes conscious of what words can do, the motivation exists 

to begin a study of poetry. The visiting writer presents very basic informa

tion about how a poem is made. Everyone is encouraged to write poems. The 

intent of this phase of the program is to give each student a positive experi

ence with poetry . He is able to talk with a practicing poet, to share his own 

poems with the rest of the class, and perhaps to discover a talent for writing. 

But whether a special talent exists or not, each student is brought to the 

realization that poetry is part of his life and that he needn't be inti midated 

by it. The impulse to translate experience into language is distinc tively 

human, and poetry is the fullest expression of the human experience. Poetry 

belongs to all of us , not merely to the gifted. Poetry in the Schools is 

trying to give poetry back to everyone. 

Because the program does not try to cultivate only the most talented 

young poets but turns its attention to all students, the poems in this antho

logy are not polished or even revised. They are the exercises which were 

written in class during the three visits of a staff writer. The anthology 

is not so much a showcase as a sample of the thousands and thousands of poems 
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written by young Arkansans in the process of discovering that they were capa-

ble of poetry. A visiting writer can not turn a student into a great poet 

in three class sessions. But he can spark that student to an interest in 

poetry that may very well develop into a talent . 

Of course, the development of that talent most often depends upon the 

student's teachers. In great measure, the success of Poetry in the Schools 

also depends upon the teachers who invite staff writers to their classes and 

who expand the ideas presented by them. We would like to thank these teachers 

for their substantial contribution to the program. 

The school administrators who helped to coordinate both funding and 

scheduling were an essential part of the program, and also deserve our thanks. 

Dr. Sandra Perry, Executive Director of the Office of Arkansas State Arts 

and Humanities, and Carol Gaddy, Artists-in-Schools Coordinator, were extremely 

helpful and encouraging in administering Poetry in the Schools. We offer 

special thanks to them. 

The most important part of the program is the students. This anthology 

is evidence of their contribution, and is our way of thanking them. We 

regret that we could publish so few of the many good poems that were written. 

There were also a number of students who were not in classes that we 

visited, but who sent poems and songs for our comments . I'd like to close 

by quoting a song written by one of these students. The author, Jean Osborn, 

is a talented seventh grader at Southwest l-1iddle School in Little Rock. Her 

song is called "It Would Be Nice." 

It would be nice to go far away, 
It would be nice to go far away, 
It would be nice to go far away, 
And watch the river float down the stream. 

It would be nice to watch two birds 
fly upon the sky. 

It would be nice to watch the bees 
go from flower to flower. 

It would be nice to say just one sweet word 
to each other. 



The sky shining with blue, 
the flowers springing up, 
The birds singing to each other, 
Me and my man sitting and talking 

about what's been happening. 

You see there are a whole lot of things 
you can do, 

Like watching the bees 
go from flower to flower. 

It would be nice to go far away, 
It would be nice to go far away . 

-John Biguenet 
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Poet in Residence, Pulaski County 

******************** 

This year ' s anthology is the result of teachers and professional writers 

working with Arkansas elementary, middle, junior high, and high school students 

who participated in five related programs: the State-wide Project, the Clark 

County Project , the Pulaski County Project, the Crittenden County Project, and 

the Sebastian County Project. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the teachers and students 

with whom we worked this year, and I would like to apologize to the students at 

the schools which were visited too late in the Spring Semester to be included in 

the anthology. These schools will be represented in next year's anthology. 

All of the participating poets have enjoyed working with the students through-

out Arkansas. We feel that the students showed a great deal of imagination, 

spirit, and talent in their poems, most of which were written in twenty minutes 

or less. For the students to be able to create a good poem under the circum-

stances of two one-hour visits is remarkable. This anthology is full of good 

poems . I ' ve often heard my poet friends say when they come back from a Poetry-

In- The-Schools visit, "I wish I had written some of those lines ... " 

-Nelljean McConeghey 
Co-Director, with James Whitehead 
Arkansas Poetry-In-The-Schools 

******************** 
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What is the idea of the Poetry-In-The-Schools Program? The idea is cer-

tainly not to make professional poets of everyone. There are already too many 

of those. Maybe the idea is partly to show students what poetry is . Poetry is 

a way to educate yourself--it is not a proof of anything, but rather an expla-

nation, a step backward to the curiosity of childhood ... . poetry about blue skies 

and flowers is good, but it is also nice to open new territory for beauty. When 

poetry finds mystery and pleasure where none were before, it performs a service 

to the world .•. With play you have poetry. All you can get from a mind that 

has no play is data. Poetry is more like lightning than it is a heap of 

stones. In these motions, you may read the spirit. 

I hope the progam will endure, and that the right sort of poet will come 

to work in it--neither busy bureaucrats posing as writers, nor overly self-

aggrandizing types--but good writers deeply interested in children, in learn-

ing, in freedom, in poetry. 

-Jack Butler 
Poet in Residence, Clark County 
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A HOT NIGHT ON MY STREET 

The sun was bubbling in the afternoon sky 
Its burning rays scorched my face and made 
it sweat. 
The elm tree above me did no shading at all 
Its life had ended a year or two ago. 
I sat there and pondered and mumbled and groaned . 
Visions and images cluttered my brain, 
As I sat under my elm tree, my old dead elm. 
Mami and Papi come back to me again 
Times were so wonderful, so gay. 
I felt a leaf, a dead one of course, dance 
through my hair . 

-Alina Fernandez 

DREAM 

I dreamed I was a boy in the future talking with an 
Old man, and he told me about trees, flowers and 
green and I didn't believe such things could exist. 
I dreamed I could see where the time of every day goes 
and see that it cannot come back. 
I dreamed my city was an alive thing that taught 
me what I didn't know, like a big old mother. 
I dreamed of a senseless day, like a sea without 
wind like pearls of a necklace of Sodom 
I dreamed that my youth was a stray dog . 
I dreamed I was sleeping and couldn't wake up 
in the embrace of the unconsciousnous , 
it was beautiful. 
I dreamed she loved me, it wasn't true 
I dreamed the world was an egg and from it 
one day will come out love. 

-Giovanni Crippa 

COUNTRY BLUES 

Things have changed so much 
There's no thrill left 
In a pint of whiskey or a barn dance. 
So I think I'll buy me a pick-up truck 
Drive wayout and take my chance . 
Maybe start a farm and hope for luck 
Or build me a cabin and kick back, work never 
Deep in the forest all alone. 
Or maybe just drive on forever . 

-Naoto Sekiguchi 
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FAYETTEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL GROUP POEM 

A is yellow like a smashed lightning bug tail 
E is aqua like the rows and rows of eyeshadows on a shelf. 
I is blue like the smokey color of a siamese 
0 is pink like the hands of a mouse 
U is purple, like a beautiful sea urchin; 

or green; much greener than the large Group Rug; much 
greener than the grass around Steffens - Wiegers Funeral Home; 
greener than all the green crayolas in the world melted down 
in a bubbling blob . 

-Marc McGuire 
M. D. Osing 
Linda Langham 

Plume - an ocean wave on a hat 

- Vicki Hileman 

Diamond- bird's eggs in a nest 

-Kristi Corn 

Flute - flow of moonbeams 

-Hee-Young Kim 

Piano- Bach ' s security blanket 

-Lone Tunnell 

Cards - dealing with royalty 

-Betsy Stewart 

Flute - a screech owl at night 

Dice - a square way of dying 

-Phyllis Kelly 

Knife - mindless silver snake 

-Richard Powel 

Dice - the square root of money 

-Harold Hutton 

Barry Gilbow 
Leslie Lane 
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PITSTOP , FAYETTEVILLE 

THE THING 

The thing snoops 
around at night 
He looks for his prey. 
He has a very distinct 
smell to him. 
He loves the taste of his victims. 
He is always feeling 
around for traps 
so he won't get caught. 
Sometimes he just sits 
and listens for you . 

-Art Jones 

THE NEW POEM 

It will not 
be as beautiful as some 
It will not 
be written by two but one 
It will not 
help you in grief and sorrow 
It will not 
be as long as time can borrow 
It will not 
be like life it will end sometime. 

-Teresa Mitchell 

I DREAMED 

I dreamed I fell in the well, so 
I climbed out, got a hold of my horse, 
and ran after the rat that was 
having sex with my sleeping 
pills. I got the cow that had my 
dog and took him back to nurse 
his horse. 
So I went to the barn and fell in 
some hay when I heard my mom 
say, bite my toe it feels sick 
So when I climbed out of the bath tub 
I felt my ring fall off my nose 
When Big Bird came over I fell 
in love with my wall and 
the window opened so I fell out 
of it and woke up . 

-Janet Fritch 
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